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From the Athletic Director...

Our athletic program provides a means to teach how a Christian should compete on the field/court
as well as function in other aspects of life. Our players must participate in such a way that honors
Christ, the team, and the school. At Billings Christian School, an athlete must play and observe
regulations and policies, treat others with courtesy and respect, and meet adversity with honor.
Billings Christian School is committed to developing a perspective on winning and losing consistent
with the teachings of scripture. We expect our coaches and athletes to dedicate themselves to this
goal. Our challenge is to contrast a sports world that emphasizes winning at any cost. Winning should
be one of our goals, but we recognize that sports present a beneficial learning experience, regardless
of outcome. Our objectives for our coaches, teams, and players must align with our philosophy. All of
the policies outlined throughout this handbook will be strictly enforced. The Athletic Director will
handle disputes and exceptions case-by-case at his or her discretion.

Core Values/Pillars:
Serve. Grow. Excel.

1. Value Others (Serve)

Summary: We pursue a “We over Me” culture, founded on servant leadership, where teammates,
opponents, and officials are treated with Christ-like respect.

Athletics provide one of the clearest opportunities for students to learn how to put others before
themselves. Team sports require sacrifice, humility, and a willingness to prioritize the group's success
over personal recognition.

At Billings Christian School, we strive to cultivate a culture where athletes learn to value every person
involved in the athletic experience—teammates, coaches, opponents, officials, and fans.

Valuing others means demonstrating respect, encouragement, and humility in both victory and
defeat. It means understanding that the team's success is more important than individual statistics,
accolades, or playing time. Our athletes are challenged to adopt a “We over Me” mindset,
recognizing that great teams are built when individuals commit to serving one another.

This pillar also reminds us that our opponents and officials are not enemies but people created in the
image of God. The way we treat others during competition should reflect Christ-like character and
sportsmanship.

Through athletics, we want students to learn the lifelong lesson that true leadership begins with



serving others.

Biblical Foundation

Philippians 2:3—4 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.”

Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many.”

Romans 12:10 “Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.”

1 Corinthians 12:12—-27 The body of Christ illustration reminds us that every person plays an
important role and that no member is more valuable than another.

2. Holistic Development (Grow)

Summary: We develop the body, mind, and spirit so that athletes grow not only in sport, but in
character and faith.

Athletics at Billings Christian School are not only about winning games or improving physical
performance. Our ultimate goal is the holistic development of each student-athlete—training the body,
strengthening the mind, and nurturing the spirit.

Sports naturally develop the body through strength, endurance, and physical discipline. They also
challenge the mind through strategy, focus, perseverance, and resilience in the face of adversity.

However, as a Christian school, we believe the spiritual dimension is just as important. Athletics
provide countless opportunities to grow in faith, humility, gratitude, and dependence on God.

When these three elements—body, mind, and spirit—are developed together, students are prepared
not only for athletic competition but for life beyond sports.

Our goal is that every athlete leaves our program stronger physically, more resilient mentally, and
deeper in their faith.

Biblical Foundation
Luke 2:52 “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.”

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit... therefore
honor God with your bodies.”

2 Timothy 1:7 “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and
self-discipline.”



1 Timothy 4:8 “For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding
promise for both the present life and the life to come.”

3. Stewardship & Excellence (Excel)

Summary: We pursue excellence through disciplined effort, using our God-given abilities to glorify
Christ.

God has uniquely gifted every individual with talents, abilities, and opportunities. In athletics, we
believe it is our responsibility to steward those gifts well by pursuing excellence in everything we do.

Excellence does not simply mean winning championships. It means approaching training, practice,
competition, and preparation with discipline, effort, and integrity. Athletes are called to give their best
effort because their abilities are gifts entrusted to them by God.

When athletes train with intensity, perseverance, and dedication, they demonstrate gratitude for the
gifts they have been given. The pursuit of improvement becomes an act of worship, as athletes seek
to honor God through their effort, attitude, and character.

At Billings Christian School, we believe that how we pursue excellence matters as much as the
results themselves. We strive to compete with humility, integrity, and faithfulness in every
circumstance.

Our desire is that every athlete learns to view their abilities not as something to glorify themselves,
but as an opportunity to glorify God.

Biblical Foundation

Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for
human masters.”

1 Corinthians 10:31 “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”

Hebrews 12:11 “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces
a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.”

Vision Statement

Grounded in biblical truth and academic excellence, we teach, train, and mentor individuals for a
lifetime of learning, leadership, and service.



Mission Statement

Billings Christian School provides a Christ-centered education that develops critical thinking, clear
communication, and faithful living.

Scripture Focus

Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old he will not depart from it.
—Proverbs 22:6

At Billings Christian School, we believe that sports are a valuable part of raising a child in the way they should
go. The practices and games are training arenas for not just the sport at hand but life in general. Christian
character is the focal point for training. We value character development more than skill development. At the
same time, we believe proficiency in sports is an integral part of the athletics equation.

We believe athletics is more than competition between two teams. It is an educational experience between
the coach and the team through practice, competition, and person-to-person relationships. Participation in
athletics contributes to good student development, good sportsmanship, and the development of God-given
talents and abilities. We encourage our athletes to work hard, enjoy the sport, respect each other and their
opponents, and uphold Christ in all they do.

Communication with Coaches/Staff

The athletic department uses TeamSnap for all intra-team scheduling and communication. Electronic
communication between coaches/staff and athletes must only occur through TeamSnap or school email.
Athletes cannot communicate with coaches/staff using their phones (voice or text messages) or email. Having
all communication go through TeamSnap and school email provides consistency for our athletes and a level of
privacy for coaches/staff. In addition, it allows BCS to verify that communication between coaches/staff and
athletes is always appropriate.

Steps for player/parent complaints/conflicts:

1. The player talks to the head coach (if the issue remains unresolved, progress to step 2).

2. The player and parent talk to the head coach (if the issue remains unresolved, progress to step 3).

3. Players, parents, and the head coach meet with the Athletic Director (if the issue remains unresolved,
progress to step 4).

4. The Athletic Director will speak directly with the Head of School about the unresolved issue.

Definitions of Competitive Levels

Varsity: First high school team, typically grades 11 and 12 though 9 and 10 are eligible*

Junior Varsity (JV): Second high school team, typically grades 9 and 10 though 11 and 12 are



eligible*

Junior High (JH): Grades 5 through 8 for boys/girls basketball, grades 5 through 8 for girls
volleyball**

*High school coaches may call up 8" grade athletes to participate on Varsity and JV teams when necessary in order to field a full team.
The AD reserves the right to define “when necessary.”

**Grade levels for each sport are determined by the league in which that sport participates. JH coaches may call up younger athletes
when necessary in order to field a full team. The AD reserves the right to define “when necessary.”

Team Selection and Playing Time

For all high school sports, tryouts will be held over a period of at least two days. The purpose of
tryouts is to determine initial team selections and placement. If there are more players than roster
spots, players may be cut. Once a season has begun, coaches may move players between Varsity
and JV teams at their discretion. Dates and times for tryouts must be published at least two weeks
prior.

Varsity and JV coaches select members of their teams and determine playing time based on
attitude, work ethic, character, and skill, not based on grade level.

Since JH sports focus on development, coaches are equitable in their decisions while rewarding
attitude, work ethic, and character through team selection and playing time. If there are more players
than roster spots, some players may be cut.

Travel

Participation in athletics will include playing away games at other schools. The school does not
provide transportation to games. Athletes must make their own travel arrangements. For high
school away-games that are outside of Yellowstone County, the school will, when able, make
transportation available using school vehicles and coach/staff drivers to those athletes who are
unable to secure their own transportation.

When travel requires an overnight stay, the school will organize and pay for overnight
accommodations for coaches and players. However, the school does not provide food and will not
reimburse food expenses.

Road trips can be an enjoyable and exciting time for teams. However, there are responsibilities that
go along with being a representative of Billings Christian School. Athletes are expected to represent
BCS and Christ appropriately. Athletes are responsible as Christians, BCS representatives, and team
members to ensure that their behavior corresponds with the expectations of each of those titles. If
team members choose not to abide by the appropriate code of conduct, the consequences may be



missing one or more games, removal from the team, suspension from school, or another means of
discipline.

518" Grade Practice

There will be NO required practice on Wednesdays after school for any sport to allow time for family
and church activities. JH teams using the BCS gym after school on other days may practice until 4pm.

58" Girls Basketball: Practices will begin during the last two weeks of summer. Once school starts,
the remainder of practices will be during flex time at school. Parents will be responsible for getting
players to games. A prompt pick-up is expected.

58" Co-ed Cross Country: Practices will begin during the last two weeks of summer. Once school
starts, the remainder of practices will be during flex time at school. Parents will be responsible for
getting players to cross country meets. A prompt pick-up is expected.

58" Boys Basketball: Practices will begin at the end of October or early November, during flex time
at school. Parents will be responsible for getting players to games. A prompt pick-up is expected.

58" Girls Volleyball: Practices will begin toward the end of January or early February, during flex
time at school. Parents will be responsible for getting players to games. A prompt pick-up is expected.

5"-8" Co-ed Track and Field: Practices will begin toward the end of February or early March, during
flex time at school. Parents will be responsible for getting players to track meets. A prompt pick-up is
expected.

High School Practice

There will be NO required practice on Wednesdays after school for any sport to allow time for family
and church activities. High school teams using the BCS gym may start practice as early as 4pm.

High School Girls Volleyball: Practices will begin a couple of weeks before the start of the school
year and are located at the school. A prompt pick-up at the end of practice is expected.

High School Boys Soccer: Practices will begin a couple of weeks before the start of the school year
and are located at the school or another BCS partner location. A prompt pick-up at the end of
practice is expected.

High School Co-ed Cross Country: Practices will begin a couple of weeks before the start of the
school year and are located at the school or another BCS partner location. A prompt pick-up at the

end of practice is expected.

High School Boys/Girls Basketball: Practices will begin at the end of October or the beginning of



November. Practices will be before or after school and may be held at school or another BCS partner
location. A prompt pick-up at the end of practice is expected.

High School Co-ed Track and Field: Practices will begin toward the end of February or early March
and are located at the school or another BCS partner location. A prompt pick-up at the end of
practice is expected.

High School Golf: Practices will begin toward the end of March or early April and are located at Peter
Yegen Golf Course. A prompt pick-up at the end of practice is expected.

Required Forms

All athletes must have payment, a signed student athlete handbook, sports physical, emergency
consent form, concussion statement, liability waiver, and medical release form completed before
participating in the first day of practice. The sports physical must be completed and certified by a
physician, a physician assistant, or a nurse practitioner. These forms will be kept on file with the office
for a period of one or two school years and are valid for all activities during that time frame. Parents
and players are responsible to complete the necessary forms in the Facts family portal under Web
Forms before practice begins.

Athletic Fees

The athletic fee for high school athletes for each sport is $380 . The fee for junior high athletes for
each sport is $275. A payment form link for each sport will be made available on the school’s website
and in the school newsletter before the start of that sport’s season. Students interested in athletic
participation must complete this form to be added to the team roster and to participate in official
season practices. The payment forms will collect the payment and information necessary for
participation and communication. Athletic fees cover the cost of equipment, facilities, coaches,
referees, uniforms, and overnight accommodations when necessary for high school teams.

Athletic fees are 50% refundable up to the first game in the form of a credit to your FACTS account.
Fees are non-refundable after the first game. Families will be charged for any unreturned uniforms.

Costs vary depending on the purchase price of the unreturned uniforms.

Athletes may be required to volunteer during their off-season to help other sports with
concessions, scorekeeping, etc.

Transfer Students

High school transfer students are limited to a maximum of 4 years of eligibility. Transfer students
are allowed to participate in athletics beginning their first semester at BCS unless otherwise
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notified.

Absences

Any athlete who is unexcused from practice may miss the next game. The coach and AD will discuss
the consequences. This applies to all managers and players. Unexcused absences include any absence
from which the coach was not informed in advance unless a student is absent from school. Work is
not a reason for missing practice and will be considered unexcused. On game day, athletes must
attend each class in order to be eligible to compete in the game. Friday attendance applies to
weekend games. Any extenuating circumstances (i.e., doctor appointment) must be cleared through
the Athletic Director.

Academic Eligibility

Academic Eligibility: Athletes will be ineligible if they have an “F” in any class or two or more “D’s.”
Grades will be evaluated on a weekly basis during each season. A grace period will be extended
during the first two weeks of any new academic quarter/term. If a student fails to raise their grades
to eligible status by the next grade evaluation following the initial two-week grace period, they will be
ineligible for athletic participation the next week. There will be a two-week grade carryover for
eligibility from one quarter to the next, including one school year to the next. This will exclude
athletes from two weeks of games if they are ineligible from one school year to the next. Ineligible
high school athletes are required to attend all practices and home games. They may not participate in
games or travel with the team to away games. Ineligible middle school students are not required to
attend practice or games per parents’ discretion.

Pre-participation Clearance:

All athletes must have payment, a student athlete handbook acknowledgement form, a sports
physical, emergency consent form, concussion statement, liability waiver, and medical release form
completed before participating in the first day of practice.

Required Practices:

Athletes must complete five contact days before they are eligible to compete. This means they must
participate in at least one practice on five separate days before they can play in a game.

Absences:

Coaches may suspend from participation in the next game any athlete who is unexcused from
practice. Unexcused absences include any absence from which the coach was not informed in
advance unless a student is absent from school. Work is not a reason for missing practice and will be
considered unexcused. On game day, athletes must attend each class in order to be eligible to
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compete in the game. Friday attendance applies to weekend games. Any extenuating circumstances
(i.e., doctor appointment) must be cleared through the Athletic Director.

Affiliations

Billings Christian School is affiliated with the Northwest Association of Christian Schools (NACS) and
not regulated by the Montana High School Athletics Association (MHSA) but does play in
accordance with the rules established by the MHSA. The middle school and elementary teams
participate in the Yellowstone County Schools Association.

After reading, sign acknowledgement of the Student Athlete Handbook in WebForms.
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